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of telling him how he liked "your natural novels better a long
way than your modern ones at the best," or how much he preferred
"Galazi and Skallagrim to these moderns." Even the publisher
Longman, while praising Beatrice as the best of his modern novels,
preferred him "among the caves of old Kor, or looking back over
King Solomon's great road to the old civilisations dead two
thousand years ago."

Under stress of illness and depression after his son's death,
Haggard bowed to his critics, and the book following Montezumtfs
Daughter, The People of the Mist, was the first to be written frankly
in imitation of his early successes, without effort at fresh achieve-
ment. The People of the Mist follows the same pattern as Allan
Quatermain and She; there is a lost race hidden in the heart
of Africa, ruled over by a beautiful girl; the hero, Leonard
Outram, is a blend of Sir Henry Curtis and Leo Vincey, the heroine
is a pale shadow of Ayesha and Nyleptha, the dwarf Otter supplies
the comic relief, or Jonsonian "humours", of Umslopogaas and
Job. It displays all the flaws of careless writing, which had been
superficial blemishes in his previous work, and were to become
disfiguring scars in his later books. When the adventurers
concoct a plan to deceive the inimical people of the mist, Haggard
suddenly remembered that their followers from the slave settle-
ment had to be parties to the plan, and dismissed the difficulty in
a sentence: "When their first surprise was past, the Settlement
men, who were quick-witted people, entered into the spirit of the
plot readily enough," His haste developed a perfunctoriness which
became characteristic; he introduces the villainous Portuguese
slave-trader, describes him, and adding, "Such was the outward
appearance of Pereira, the fountain-head of the slave-trade on this
part of the coast, who was believed in his day to be the very worst
man in Africa," then breaks off abruptly to begin a new chapter.
Haste also blinded him at times to the dramatic potentialities of
his plots, as when the dwarf Otter, having been condemned as not
being a god and thrown as a sacrifice to the crocodile, is not made
to return among his executioners after killing "the Water-
Dweller", and strike fear into them, by thus proving himself
superhuman as the slayer of the sacred beast.

The People of the Mist was the first of many pot-boilers produced